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What will happen to my medicines during my hospital stay? 

At your bedside, you will have a secure bedside medicine locker. We will lock your 

medicines away. We need to lock these away to make sure that you and other patients are 

safe.  If you have medicines that need to be kept in a fridge, we will lock these away in the 

medicines fridge on the ward. We ask that you let us do this.  

If you move to a different ward, your medicines should be moved with you.  

When you are going home, we try to make sure that we give you your medicines back. We 

will also give you any new medicines that have been started during your stay with us. 

 

What happens if I have controlled drugs? 

You may have also brought controlled drugs (CD) for example, morphine, oxycodone, 

fentanyl patches with you. The law says we have to lock these in a separate, secure 

cupboard. We also have to keep a register of these medicines. Because of this, you must 

not keep these in your bedside medicine locker.  

If we become aware that you have brought illicit drugs into hospital with you we ask that 

you give these to us. If you do not, then we will need to tell our security team so they can 

be removed safely. We are not able to return any illicit drugs to you on discharge.  

 

Can I use my own medicines in hospital? 

The nurses may ask to use your own medicines while you are in the hospital. This can help 

to make sure you do not miss a dose. It also reduces waste. It is often helpful if you can get 

a family member or friend to bring your medicines in for you as we do not keep supplies of 

all medicines. This could stop breaks in your treatment.  Please do not take any of your 

own medicines without first checking with your nurse.  
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Leicester’s Hospitals is a research active trust so you may find research happening on your 
ward or in your clinic. To find out about the benefits of research and become involved yourself, 
speak to your clinician or nurse, call 0116 258 8351 or visit www.leicestersresearch.nhs.uk/

patient-and-public-involvement 2  

 

If you would like this information in another language or format such as EasyRead  

or Braille, please telephone 0116 250 2959 or email equality@uhl-tr.nhs.uk 

 اگر آپ کو یہ معلومات کسی اور زبان میں درکار ہیں، تو براہِ کرم مندرجہ ذیل نمبر پر ٹیلی فون کریں۔ 
خرى، الرجاء الاتصال على رقم الهاتف الذي يظهر في الأسفل على 

ُ
هذہ المعلومات بلغةٍ أ  

જો તમને અન્ય ભાષામાાં આ માહિતી જોઈતી િોય, તો નીચ ેઆપેલ નાંબર પર કૃપા કરી ટેલલફોન કરો 

 ਜੇ ਤੁਸੀਂ ਇਹ ਜਾਣਕਾਰੀ ਕਕਸੇ ਹੋਰ ਭਾਸ਼ਾ ਕਿਚ ਚਾਹੁੁੰ ਦੇ ਹੋ, ਤਾਂ ਕਕਰਪਾ ਕਰਕੇ ਹੇਠਾਂ ਕਦਿੱ ਤੇ ਗਏ ਨੁੰ ਬਰ ‘ਤੇ ਟੈਲੀਫੋਨ ਕਰੋ। 
Aby uzyskać informacje w innym języku, proszę zadzwonić pod podany niżej numer telefonu 
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Can I use my own dosage boxes in hospital? 

Some patients have their medicines in plastic boxes with smaller compartments that show 

which tablets need to be taken at what time of day. These are sometimes called  Dosette boxes, 

blister packs or multi-dose systems, but are all the same thing.  

You cannot use these during your stay in hospital as the nurses will not know what is in each 

compartment. The nurses will give your medicines to you using hospital supplies if you bring 

your medicines in in this way. 

 

What happens to my medicines when I am discharged? 

A doctor /prescriber will write your discharge letter. It lists the medicines that you need to take at 

home. This is then sent to pharmacy 

The pharmacist will look at the letter. They will check through it and authorise any medicines 

that you need to take home with you. These are then sent to the ward 

Your nurse on the ward will check the letter and medicines to check they are correct. They will 

discuss these with you 

If you brought medicines in with you, including CDs, that are no longer prescribed for you, you 

have the option to take these home, or we can dispose of them for you. Please discuss this with 

your nurse 

Please remember that changes are often made to your medicines during your stay. Your nurse 

will go through this with you before you go home 

 

If you have questions or concerns about your medicines, such as how we store them whilst you 

are in hospital, please talk to your nurse, doctor or member of the pharmacy team.  

 

Contact details: 

Pharmacy:  0116 258 5566  Monday to Friday 9.am to 6pm, Saturday 9am to 12.30pm,   

Sunday 10am to 12.30pm 
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