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Emergency Medicine

Why are these illnesses being tested for?

. People suffer from HIV, Hepatitis B and Hepatitis C (bloodborne viruses) because
they are diagnosed too late.

. We want to stop this happening by finding people with these illnesses and helping
them get treatment.

. It is worth getting treatment for these illnesses because:

. HIV treatment can be very successful. In some cases it can be successful
enough to avoid many of the health problems that come with having HIV and
also stop it being passed from person to person.

. Hepatitis C is curable using medications.

. If Hepatitis B is found quickly then any problems it causes can be found earlier
and managed better.

Does everyone who comes to the Emergency department get
these tests?

No. You will only have these tests if you are having blood tests done to look into the
problem that has brought to the hospital today.

How long does it take to get the results?

We aim for these tests to be done within 3 days of being taken. We would expect you to get
news of a positive result within a week of the tests being taken. This is not a guarantee.

We will not contact you if you have a negative result. No news is good news.

Health information and support is available at www.nhs.uk
or call 111 for non-emergency medical advice

Visit www.leicestershospitals.nhs.uk for maps and information about visiting Leicester’s Hospitals
To give feedback about this information sheet, contact InformationForPatients@uhl-tr.nhs.uk

Re-use of this leaflet is restricted by Creative Commons license @ ®@
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Who will give me the results if they are positive?

A professional trained in giving this kind of news will contact you. They work for the Infectious
Diseases team.

Are results confidential?

Yes, the results are confidential.

What if | do not want to have the tests?

You just need to tell the staff member taking your blood test. The staff member may ask you why
you do not want the tests taken. This is only for us to learn why people do not want the tests. It is
not a judgement of your choice.

Can these tests be done elsewhere?
Hepatitis B

Contact your GP and ask for a test

Hepatitis C

You can order a testing kit to your home using https://hepctest.nhs.uk

You can also visit your GP and ask for a test
HIV

You can order an HIV testing kit to your home using https://leicestersexualhealth.nhs.uk/online-
testing-kit#
You can also see your GP and ask for a test

For more information: https://www.leicestershospitals.nhs.uk/aboutus/our-news/press-release-
centre/2024/life-saving-testing-for-hiv-hepatitis-b-and-c-rolls-out-in-leicesters-hospitals-emergency-
department/
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Aby uzyskac informacje w innym jezyku, prosze zadzwoni¢ pod podany nizej numer telefonu

If you would like this information in another language or format such as EasyRead

or Braille, please telephone 0116 250 2959 or email equality@uhl-tr.nhs.uk

LEICESTER'S Leicester’s Hospitals is a research active trust so you may find research happening on your
ward or in your clinic. To find out about the benefits of research and become involved yourself,
1 X RESEARCH speak to your clinician or nurse, call 0116 258 8351 or visit www.leicestersresearch.nhs.uk/
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