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Screening your baby if they have jaundice 

after 2 weeks  

Children’s Day Care Unit  

Information for Parents and Carers 

What is jaundice?  

Jaundice is very common in new born babies. It is when the skin or white of the eyes look 

yellow. Most babies with jaundice are healthy. Breastfeeding is good for your baby, but 

breastfed babies tend to be more jaundiced than formula-fed babies.  

Babies with jaundice that lasts for more than 14 days can show signs of a problem. This is 

rare. Within the country we must screen all babies aged over 14 days or 21 days (if born 

before 37 weeks) that have jaundice. 

 

What to expect at your appointment  

A ward clerk will check your details. A nurse from Children’s Day Care Unit will weigh and 

assess your baby. 

The nurse will decide if your baby will need a blood and/or urine (pee) test.  

For the urine test the nurse will put a urine bag/ pad in your baby’s nappy to collect a 

sample.  

For the blood test, a phlebotomist or a nurse will take you and your baby to the treatment 

room.  

Please note: Every child is different and it may take more than one try to get the amount of 

blood we need. We will need about 3 to 4 millilitres of blood. This is so that we can do 3 

different tests.  

A nurse will then ask you some questions. For example your baby’s feeding type and 

pattern. We will also ask about the colour of your baby’s pee (urine) and poo (stools). We 

will ask about details of your pregnancy and delivery. You can talk about any concerns 

about your baby.  

You will then be able to go home. 



Leicester’s Hospitals is a research active trust so you may find research happening on your 
ward or in your clinic. To find out about the benefits of research and become involved yourself, 
speak to your clinician or nurse, call 0116 258 8351 or visit www.leicestersresearch.nhs.uk/

patient-and-public-involvement 2  

 

If you would like this information in another language or format such as EasyRead  

or Braille, please telephone 0116 250 2959 or email equality@uhl-tr.nhs.uk 

 اگر آپ کو یہ معلومات کسی اور زبان میں درکار ہیں، تو براہِ کرم مندرجہ ذیل نمبر پر ٹیلی فون کریں۔ 
خرى، الرجاء الاتصال على رقم الهاتف الذي يظهر في الأسفل على 

ُ
هذہ المعلومات بلغةٍ أ  

જો તમને અન્ય ભાષામાાં આ માહિતી જોઈતી િોય, તો નીચ ેઆપેલ નાંબર પર કૃપા કરી ટેલલફોન કરો 

 ਜੇ ਤੁਸੀਂ ਇਹ ਜਾਣਕਾਰੀ ਕਕਸੇ ਹੋਰ ਭਾਸ਼ਾ ਕਿਚ ਚਾਹੁੁੰ ਦੇ ਹੋ, ਤਾਂ ਕਕਰਪਾ ਕਰਕੇ ਹੇਠਾਂ ਕਦਿੱ ਤੇ ਗਏ ਨੁੰ ਬਰ ‘ਤੇ ਟੈਲੀਫੋਨ ਕਰੋ। 
Aby uzyskać informacje w innym języku, proszę zadzwonić pod podany niżej numer telefonu 
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The results  

The results will be checked by a Deputy Sister in Children’s Day Care Unit in the Prolonged 

Jaundice Service. We will send a letter in the post to you and your GP around 3 to 4 weeks after 

your appointment. This letter will explain your results.  

If the test shows something unusual we may need to another test. If we were not able to take 

enough blood we may need to do another test. A nurse will contact you to talk about this and 

offer you another appointment. 

Please note: Children’s Day Care Unit is a very busy ward. We always try to keep your waiting 

time as short as possible. If there are delays we appreciate your patience. 

 

More information 

If you have any more questions please call the numbers below Monday to Friday 8am to 6pm: 

• 0116 258 6317  

• 0116 258 6922  

 

If you would like more information you can visit: www.nhs.uk/conditions/jaundice-newborn/ 
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